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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


FOREIGN BODIES IN THE ALIMENTARY 
TRACK. 


By W. T. Boron, Assistant to W. H. Biacksurn, 
Barnard Castle. 


Having read at ‘different times of peculiar foreign 
bodies being found in various situations in animals, 
notably in the stomach, etc., and having recently 
some cases under our care, I am thus tempted to send 
the following facts in the hope that they may be of 
interest to readers of your valuable journal. 

Case I,—The Subject was a King Charles Spaniel, 
13 years of age and exceedingly fat, the property of a 
lady residing at Barnard Castle. On the evening of 
September 29th, a messenger arrived asking us to 
visit the patient, who, as the messenger said, ‘‘ Was 
vomiting and going into fits.” On arrival at the 
residence I learned the following :—History: The 

tient until the present time had never had a day’s 
illness since it came into the owner’s possession. In 
the morning the dog seemed dull, refused its food, 
but later on took some liquid nurishment and all at 
once commenced to vomit, purge, ‘turn round and 
round in a circle and go into repeated attacks of con- 
vulsions. When I first saw the patient it was 
breathing hurriedly and had a peculiar look about the 
eyes—staring and rather bloodshot— injection of 
the sclerotic vessels. I was at first inclined to regard 
the case as one of strychnine poisoning, as there had 
been some in the town recently, but as the dog the 
day before had been running about the town—an 
unusual thing for it—I ultimately came to the con- 
clusion that he had pizked up something which had 
disagreed with him. The owner asked that the dog 
might be taken to our place, and this was done ; and 
also that if we thought there was no hope we had. to 
destroy it. A little sedative medicine was given 
when the patient arrived. On going to lock at it on 
the following morning the patient was found to be 
in extremis, and so thought best to put an end to its 
misery; this was done by an intra-thorasic injection 
of prussic acid. 

Post mortem made the same day revealed gastritis, 
particularly at the pyloric orifice, and firmly wedged 
into the pylorus was a half-ounce weight, which 
almost entirely blocked the opening, and which, no 
doubt acting reflexly, had given rise to the symptoms. 
My belief is that the weight had only been in that 
fixed position a few hours, as the dog the day previ- 
ously was able to take solid food. Considerable fat 
was present in the organs, etc. The spleen was 


of it were four nodules (size from a pea to a horse 
bean) which on section were somewhat caseous in 
character. On enquiry, I elicited the information 
that in March previous, the owner having had some 
neices staying with her, and that the maidservant on 
making for them some ‘“‘taffy’’ (toffee) as she termed 
it, somehow allowed the weight to become coated 
with the material, and throwing it on the ground 
the dog picked it up and swallowed it. They were 


‘moval, and on a post-mortem being made sand was 


animal, but afterwards forgot all about the matte 
until it was shown to them by me, and that recalled 
the circumstance. It is rather curious that the 
weight should have remained in the stomach from 
March to September, without creating any distress 
other than inconvenience, no doubt. I have added 
the weight to my collection of curiosities. 

Case I1.—Subject, a red and white shorthom 
cow, about three years old and five months gone in 
calf. This case occurred sometime ago, and was one 
out of a number of cows which had been grazing 
on some land through which a water company had 
recently laid some water mains, and the workmen in 
fixing the pipes with lead had carelessly thrown 
on to the field the waste particles left in the 
bottom of the lead pan. We were requested to attend 
immediately, about five miles away, but on arrival 
found that the cow had died half-an-hour previously. 
The following were the symptoms shown previous to 
death, as described by the attendant :—Wild appear. 
ance, breathing rapidly, bellowing, staggering gait, 
boring head against the wall, and when the head was 
pulled back it regained its former position. Latterly 
it went down and was unable to rise. We were in- 
formed by the owner that this was the third animal 
which he had lost since they were grazed on this 
land, and that no post-mortem examination had been 
made, but desired us to do so in this case. 

Post-Mortem :— EKaternal appearance of body; Abdo- 
men distended with gas, froth about the mouth, vulva 
discoloured. 

Internal appearance: Digestive Organs. On cutting 
into the rumen and reticulum and examining the 
conterts found a quantity of lead and gravel, the lead 
weighed about two pounds. Patchy congestion of all 
the stomachs. Bowels: Extravasation of blood, and 
rumen contained some watery fluid. Aidneys ani 
liver congested. all bladder full, and fluid dark in 
colour. Hespiratory track: Congestion of trachea and 
Jungs. Brain: Congested. All the other organs ap- 
parently healthy. No blue line observable on the gums. 
As two other animals pastured on the same land 
seemed dull they were given potass. iodide and mag- 

es. sulph. and up to the present no other deaths have 
ceeurred I may say that this case is likely to form 
the subject of litigation. 


Case III. Being consulted by a large farmer 
living in the neighbourhood about some of his ewes, 
which had been dying recently in an unaccountable 
manner—the history being that they were found 
lying on their sides breathing rapidly, and diarrhea 
setting in which carried them off. As he desired us 
to investigate the matter we proceeded at once to the 
farm and found that one more of the ewes had just 
died. A post-mortem examination of this aul 
was made and in the bowels was found about eight 
ounces of sand. It appears that through this field, m 
which the losses had occurred, there was a erp 
stream, and a large quantity of sand had collected 
its sides, and no doubt the sheep had obtained it 4 
these places. We advised the farmer to remove < 
sheep to another pasture, and since then he has 0 y 
lost one ewe, which occurred a day or two after te 


afraid at the time that the weight would kill the 


also found in the small bowels. 
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irregular spherical oval segments so characteristic of 

AVIAN DIPHTHERIA. the of diphtheria. There were also a 
: | great number of cocci present in the exudates exam- 

By Twos. Bowanz, F.B.C.Y.8., Sen Francisco. ate The previously described bacilli with short 
_ rounded ends were also present in the interior of the 
The subjects of this article were some thorough- vessels in sections of the liver, corresponding mor- 
bred Plymouth Rock chickens, purchased from a city phologically with the organisms described by Leffler 
dealer and forwarded the same day to a ranch a few in the course of “ diphtheria columbiarum,” preva- 


miles distant from this city. The day after their lent in some parts of Germany, among pigeons and 


arrival a peculiar swelling of the eyes was the first chickens. The above mentioned organisms observed 
symptom observed in some of the birds, and on hand- in the exudates were more plentiful in the superficial 
ling the affected chickens one could detect a swollen than in the deeper layers of the pseudo-mem _ branes. 
condition of the throat accompanied with considera- Cultivation experiments were not instituted, 
ble pyrexia. The affected birds isolated themselves, various methods were employed in the treatment of 
some refused food altogether, others tried to pick but the affected birds, but the best results were obtained 
seemed unable to do so from weakness. The combs _ by the direct application of the stick nitrate of silver 
and wattles became blackish in colour at the tips to the inflamed patches after removing the exudate, 
and as the disease advanced the eyes were immensely and bathing the eyes and swabbing the throat with 
swollen and finally entirely closed. In the first weak solutions of creolin ; internally, stimulants and 
stages the tongue and mucous membranes of the , quinine were administered, and the weaker birds were 


- mouth, nose, and pharynx were studded with a mass hand fed, and in some cases strong black coffee, 


of reddened patches, which were finally covered with three or four teaspoonfuls at a dose, gave good results, 
a thick yellowish layer of fibrinous exudate or | especially in one of the worst cases, a fine large male 
diphtheritic pseudo-membrane, removal of this exu- | bird. This bird was nursed in a box alongside a 


date leaving an irregular granulating surface. The | kitchen fire for six or seven days, finally recovering. 
All the affected fowls during the out- 


ert break were isolated, and the quarantine con- 
_» | tinued for a long time after the existing fowls 
were convalescent. Although there were 100 
| chickens on the affected ranch and over 500 
» | chickens on the opposite ranch just across 
» | the public highway, the disease did not 
| spread. To all outward appearances the 
»s| chickens were perfectly healthy when bought, 
=| so that they must have either carried the 
© contagion from their previous owner or the 
| dealer’s pens, or the crates they were ship- 
| ped in were infected by previous diseased 
consignments. 


exudate on the mucous membranes of the eye was in TETANUS ANTITOXIN. 
many instances a quarter of an inch thick, and when By J. Fraser, F.R.C.V.S., St. Albans. 
removed resembled a piece of yellow cheese in colour : ' 
and consistence, and in some of the cases that re- el 
covered total loss of an eye resulted from the severity | An observation made by Mr. J. H. Carter in his 
of the characteristic plastic exudate. The accom-! excellent presidential address at Manchester, induces 
panying photograph illustrates the bulging condition me to record my experience in the use of tetanus anti- 
of the eyes, and the attitudes of the fowls in the last toxin. 
stages of the disease. The affected animals finally — I have had three cases of tetanus in the horse dur- 
pass into a stage of septic-intoxication, the tempera- ing February of this year, and all recovered. As they 
ture falls, and before death for some time the combs | did not differ from each other in any essential par- 
and wattles become almost black. In some cases the | ticular, it will suffice if I give the details of one only. 
disease was very acute, and death occurred from | Subject.—A black gelding, six years old, valuable 
tapid mechanical asphyxiation, but in this outbreak hunter, well known to me for the last two years. On 
the malady seemed to run in most of the affected January 26th he, while out at exercise, got away 
animals a chronic course presenting remissions and from the groom, jumped a high bank with a big drop 
exacerbations and general wasting of the afiected | on the opposite side, fell and cut his near shoulder 
Microscopical examination of the exudates slightly. He sustained no other injury, and with the 
when stained with “ Roux’s double stain” showed usual treatment made a rapid and complete recovery. 
the presence of a mixed infection consisting of short On February 26th, while attending another hunter 
bacilli with rounded ends, somewhat of the same | in the same stable, the owner asked me to look at the 
dimensions as the human diphtheria bacillus but black gelding’s eyes. The membrana nictitans was 
more even throughout, and not so irregular in thick- | fully halfway across the eyeball, and he moved stiff 
ness, and absence of the peculiar swollen ends and in front. Pulse and temperature normal. It was a 
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clear case of tetanus. The muscles of the head and | Munro, E. Faulkner, F. W. Hall, P. Gillespie, R. Ward, 
neck only were involved, near side the worst, those | A. Lawson, H. B. Allen, J.C. L. ey - McKenna, 


of the body and hind quarters were comparatively 
free. I had him removed at once to my own stable, 
placed in a roomy box, bedded with moss litter. I f Profs. McFedy. 

wired for antitoxin and began treatment immediately. 
I gave him one dose daily for six days. In other 


H. D. Chorlton, Hon. Sec., and Mr. 
visitor. 
The SEcRETARY announced letters of apology for non- 


red Hol burn, 


Williams, and Mr. Hughes, of Oswestry. 
Letters from Capt. M. H. Hayes tendering his resig- 


respects I simply attended to his comfort, giving him | nation, and from the Secretary of the Yorkshire Veter- 


plenty of gruel, keeping him as quiet as possible, etc. 
I did not put him in,slings. The spasm extended to 
all parts of the body and also increased in severity 
daily for three days, it then remained stationary for 
two or three days, and after that began gradually to 


subside and continued until recovery was complete. 


I do not know whether I am less fortunate than 
other veterinary surgeons in the treatment of tetanus 
or not, but I have not had three recoveries in twenty- 
five years! Therefore it is not surprising that on 
securing three recoveries in one month I should give 
the new treatment credit for this, to me, unusual 
success. To say the least of it I consider it worthy 
of trial. Ido not think anyone need be deterred by 
the price of the antitoxin. I do not wish to advertise 
any particular source of supply, but it cost me less 
than 20s. per patient. Even if it cost £2 12s. 6d. it 
is money well invested, provided we can save our 


patient. 


The only difficulty I had was the excitement caused 
by the introduction of the syringe and consequent 
terrible convulsion. I do not see how this can be 


obviated unless we could produce local anesthesia. 


CATARACTS IN FOALS. 
By Loruian, .r.c.v.s., Duns., N.B. 


With reference to Professor Penberthy’s two cases 
of cataracts in foals under nine months old, I have 
seen this condition in one foal (a Clydesdale) and that 
when four months old. A few weeks after birth, the 
dam and foal were sent away toa park, and in the 
end of August, when I was asked to examine it, the 


foal was totally blind in both eyes, and the opacity in 


the lens complete. 

Nothing was noticed wrong at birth, and at four 
months old the cataracts were fully developed in both 
eyes. No trace of injury to or inflammation in the 
eyes. Sire and dam perfectly sound in this respect. . 

I thought this case interesting as showing the length 
of time a cataract might take to develope. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Thursday, March 11th, 1897. Tea at 5, 
business at 6 p.m. In the absence of the President, 
Mr. Wm. Dacre occupied the chair. The following 
members were also present :—Messrs. W. Hunting, 
J. Norbury, A. H. Darwell, 8. Locke, W. A. Taylor, 
G. H. Locke, H. Ferguson, J. B. Wolstenholme, A. 


inary Medical Association respecting a special meeting 
at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, March 12th, to discuss the 
Ogg Health (Scotland) Bill were laid upon the 
table. 

The minutes of last meeting were taken as read, upon 
the proposition of Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by Mtr 
Sam Locke. 

Mr. Geo. Harry Locke, M.R.C.V.S., was unanimously 
elected a member of the Association on the motion of 
Mr. Dacre, seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme, and support- 
ed by Mr. W. A. Taylor. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME nominated Mr. Alfred Holburn, 
M.R.C.V.S., Manchester, for membership. 

Mr. Sam. Locke intimated his intention to bring for- 
ward at the next meeting the desirability of not making 
any charge for tea. 

Mr. WOLSTENHOLME moved that the names of those 
who had not responded to his letter respecting arrears in 
subscriptions be expunged from the list of members of 
the Association. 

Mr. DaRwWELL seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The balance sheet was adopted on the proposition of 
Mr. E. Faulkner, seconded by Mr. Darwell. 


Next E.ection or Councit R.C.V.S. 


The SecreTary having read the names of the men- 
bers of Council retiring this year, Mr. W. A. Taylor asked 
Mr. E. Faulkner, whose retirement was announced, to 
rmit himself to be again nominated as candidate for 
ouncil. Those interested in the business connected 
with the Royal College would agree with him that Mr. 
Faulkner had not only paid great attention but had de- 
voted considerable time and energy in the fulfilment of 
the duties attaching to a purely honorary office. Hav- 
ing attended to the Association’s interests during the 
past four years Mr. Faulkner would be better able to 
represent them now than at his election four years ago. 
Mr. Sam. Locks said he knew from observation that 
Mr. Faulkner had been of great use to the profession in 
the Council, therefore he could with much _ pleasure 
second Mr. Taylor's appeal, and he hoped Mr. Faulkner 
would accede to the wishes of the Association. 
Mr. FauLKNER, while expressing his indebtedness to 
the proposer, seconder, and supporter of the motion that 
he should allow himself to be again nominated as the 
Association’s candidate for Council, regretting his ina- 
bility to accede to their wishes. This was not because 
he had any personal desire to relinquish the position, but 
he felt he had duties at home which really called for the 
time required by a representative on the Council, who 
duly attended to the work. 
Mr. W. A. Taytor: No one is more grieved than I to 
hear of Mr. Faulkner’s determination to sever his con- 
nection with the Council. Until this moment | was un- 
aware of his resolve, but I hope that on this occasion he 
will reconsider his decision and allow himself to be 
nominated, when we will endeavour to ensure his 
election. 
Mr. Dacrg, in putting the proposition to the meeting, 
remarked that if Mr. Faulkner retired from the Counc! 
his loss would be keenly felt by the Association. ; 
Mr. FauLKNER said he was much obliged for their 
confidence, and they could rest assured that unless there 


had been some gn A reasons he should not have 
thwarted their wishes. He was even willing to make 
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sacrifices and in evidence of his appreciation of their 
vote he asked them to grant him a week to further con- 
sider the matter. 

Mr. W. A. TAYLOR ne em Mr. Faulkner’s proposal. 

Mr. FERGUSON pro that the usual Election Com- 
mittee consisting of the officers of the Society be formed 
with power to add to their number. E 

Mr. DARWELL seconded the proposition which was 
carried. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME, touching upon Mr. Hunting’s 
absence from the Council chamber, said they would like 
to see him as a candidate this year and if he would con- 
sent to be nominated they would assist him to the ut- 
most of their ability. 

Mr. Atec. Lawson said he would be glad to support 
any nomination from the Association for Mr. Hunting. 

Vir Dacre was sure Mr. Hunting would be nominated 
and it was their duty to assist him all they could. 

Mr. FAULKNER agreed with the other speakers that 
the Council and the profession had sustained a loss by 
the absence of Mr. Hunting, as he had been particularly 


_ useful, being original in thought, and it was necessary 


to have in the Council chamber one who was independent 
in his views and not a walker in a set groove. Mr. 
Faulkner further added that he would be pleased to again 
see him a Member of Council. 

Mr. Huntrne, while thanking them for having spoken 
so favourably of him, said he had at present no intention 
of offering himself for election. 


THE MALLEIN TEsT. 


The SECRETARY having read a communication from 
the West of Scotland V.M.A., 7 mallein, 

Mr. W. A. TayLor proposed “ That in the opinion of 
the Lancashire V.M.A. when glanders occurs in a stud of 
horses compulsory testing with mallein should be per- 
formed on each animal in the stud, and each horse which 
responds to the test and is, therefore, glandered accord- 
ing to the test should be thereupon slaughtered, and com- 
pensation paid to the owner. 

Mr. FAULKNER seconded the resolution, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Hunt1nG said it would be a good thing if mallein 


_were universally employed, as it was most reliable. 


Mr. FAULKNER pointed out that he had made 
numerous tests with mallein since it was first introdyced, 
and in every instance it had been reliable. In his opinion 
mallein was a decided boon to those who had to deal 
with glanders-farcy. 

Mr. DacrE me § he would not hamper himself with 
mallein, but if it were followed by compensation it would 

a very good thing fur horseowners. If he had an 
xtensive outbreak of glanders to clear up he thought it 
ould be done as well, in as short a time, and with quite 
48 much certainty without mallein. His experience 
amongst mane and farcy was considerable, but in no 
case had he used mallein. He instanced a place eaten 
up with glanders and farcy for 20 years which entirely 
‘recovered itself in 12 months, and had remained for seven 
from the disease. He should cer- 

yrely upon his own judgment in stamping out an 
outbreak of that sort. 


SOME NOTES ON SPLINTS. 
By Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


When the subject for discussion to day appeared in the 
we paper, many of your members palin said 
tcan be told us on this subject that we don’t 
already know? The answer is—nothing ! gI have noth- 
Ing new to advance, but I pose to reconsider what we 
we know, and I hope that the focussing of our united 


_ “tperiences may confirm what is correct and displace 


what is incorrect. 


Splints are exostoses between the large and small 
meta carpal and meta tarsal bones. They are apparently 
an excessive degree of the normal action which _ to- 
gether the large and small bones in horses reaching their 
maturity. An examination of the meta carpal bones of 
old horses shows that generally one and sometimes both 
the splint bones are united with the central bone by 
osseous tissue. This is found in horses that have never 
been lame from splint, and the osseous fusion is just 
sufficient to fix the bones—there is no excess of bone and 
nothing abnormal. Very few horses escape without the 
developement of splints, which vary in size and form from 
the very slightest enlargement up to a well marked bony 
tumour. 

The first question of interest is—the cause. There is 
very distinct evidence of a pre-disposing as well as an 
exciting cause, for all horses, though submitted to the 
same conditions, do not develop splints) The chief 
exciting cause is doubtless work, for it is when horses are 
put to hard work that we note the developement of 
exostosis. Work is accompanied by extra concussion, 
and we conclude that this concussion is the exciting 
cause which gives rise to splint, as it undoubtedly aggra- 
vates the lameness which results from it. I do not think 
that external violence, such as is due to blows, has much 
to do with their production. If it had we should expect 
to find splints more often on the outside than on the in- 
side of the leg. 

There are various conditions which may predispose 
an animal to abnormal changes, and it will be interesting 
to consider what bearing some of these have upon the 
production of splint. 

Conformation of the limb at once suggests itself as a 
possible predisposing cause. So far as my experience 
goes, [am unable to point to any special form of limb 
which is peculiarly liable to splint. Some of the worst 
formations escape, and most of the best are affected. I 
do not agree with the statement that the looser texture 
of bone is most liable to exostoses. In short I believe 
that conformation has no predisposing effect. 

Breed confers no predisposition, except what may 
follow from some breeds being more used for certain 
classes of work. The horses that are used for fast work 
on hard roads and paved streets are more prone to yon 
and the breeds of horses employed in such manner an 

laces will of course exhibit the effects in greatest num- 

r, but breed per se has no part in originating, though 
it may have in transmitting, splints. I know none of 
the classified breeds of this country that either escape or 

are specially affected by splints. A friend who spent 
some years in the Argentine Republic, and was there con- 
nected with large breeding studs, informed me that the 
native horse was free from splints until English stallions 
were imported. Then the half-breds develo splints 
on being put to work, and so conclusive was the evidence 
of the transmission that the presence of a splint on a 
horse increased his value, as being proof of his possessing 
English blood. 

This I take to be possitive demonstration that heredity 
is a predisposing cause. There is much evidence in the 
behaviour of splints which points in @ similar direction. 
They usually make their appearance at a definite period 
of the animals life—between four and five years old. 

They frequently develope slowly, without causing 
lameness, on both fore limbs at the same time and are 
symmetrical in form and position. Probably no one will 
dispute the fact that heredity is the most potent factor in 
the causation of splints. 

A remarkable paper, written by Mr. H. G. Rogers, was 
published in The Veterinary Record, on June lst, 1889, 
under the title “The part played by Evolution in the 
production of Splints and Spavins.” Mr. Rogers ac- 
cepted the usual belief that splints and spavins arise as 
the result of predisposing and exciting causes in individual 
horses ; that the great predisposing cause was heredity ; 
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and that there was a remote tendency affecting all horses 
which gave a special liability to ossific changes in and 
below the knee and hock. His argument seems to 
sound, and may be shortly summarised as follows :— 
“The facts bearing upon the evolution of the horse show 
that the single digit now possessed by the animal is the 
result of gradual modification, which may be traced back 
through fossil ancesters till we come to an animal with 
four ~ pe The existing equine limb is therefore the 
result of modifications due to the absorption of disused 
parts and to the consolidation of others. The bones from 
the foot to the fetlock have become one single column. 
From the fetlock to the knee the process of consolidation 
is still going on to the unification which will be reached 
when the small splint bones are inseparately connected 
with the large central bone. Along with this evolution 
of the long bones we have also a tendency for the lower 
row of bones in the hock and knee to be reduced in 
number and simplified in form, proportionate to the 
number of the bones with which they articulate below. 
The reduction in number would be brought about by 
fusion of two or more into one. This consolidating pro- 
cess has in the horse proceeded from below upwards, and 
has now reached the sub-carpal and tarsal regions. Any 
exciting cause affecting this region acts with the natural 
tendency to consolidation, and the result is that splints 
and spavins are the indications of unusual activity in 
parts obeying the laws of evolution.” The author gives 
many facts and arguments in favour of his very original 
theory, but I must be content here to quote only one— 
“The fact that nowhere else in the limb does jar and 
concussion give rise to exostoses so readily as in the 
region of the hock and knee, and the parts below which 
have not yet reached the stage of unification.” 

Sufficient for us to-day is the fact that splints are a 
conspicuous example of a hereditary disease. As I use 
the word 
it isa very mild one. Splints are an unsoundness but 
seldom cause any prolonged lameness. Sv far as practi- 
cal usefulness of the horse goes, _— may be ignored, 
except in a small per centage of cases. But it is just 
this per centage which makes them of interest to the 
veterinarian. 

The diagnosis of splint is not always easy. A horse 
may be lame from this cause and yet nothing be seen or 
felt which enables a practitioner to assert the exact 
position of any exostosis. The position of the limb when 
the horse is standing is not indicative, nor is the manner 
of moving the leg during progression. There is just one 
peculiarity which suggests that a lameness is probably 
due to splint—7.e. when a horse walks sound Dut trots 
very lame. Such conditions, in a horse under six years 
old are very significant and indicate splint with some 
precision. When a splint is visible and gives signs of 
“—~ on pressure diagnosis is easy, but it is quite possi- 

to have splints of all kinds on a limb which is lame 
from some other cause. 

[Mr. Hunting here introduced a number of specimens 
of metacarpal and metatarsal bones, which he confessed 
were not specimens taken from cases whose history he 
knew, but they would, he thought, do as illustrations. 
Two of these showed exostosis running right azross the 
hack of the bone, under the suspensory ligament. One 
showed sufficient external enlargement to render detec- 
tion during life easy ; the other did not, and the question 
of diagnosis arose. A metatarsal bone was shown on 
which well marked splints existed close to the head of 
the bone, accompanied by some exostosis on the back 
which would, from its ee. give no evidence of its 
existence and yet probably caused lameness. An impor- 
eant question arose as to the obscure lamenesses in the 
hind limbs. How many were due to splints. Two 
metacarpal bones showed a condition in which the fret 
extremities of the splint bones were prominently lifted 


noticeable during life. In each case the points of the 
bone were much thickened, and ossific union took place 


be | about 13 inches from the end of the small bone. Mr. 


Hunting thought that the view of his friend Mr. W. 
Willis was correct, that in such cases the end of the small 
bone was pushed up by the exostosis above. If the bony 
union extended lower the whole small bone was closely 
fixed to the larger. Other bones showed exostosis ex- 
tending into the knee joint. ]. 

He then continued : When a splint is found and con- 
nected with lameness the question arises—how long will 
lameness continue? When we make all allowance for 
the age of the horse and the position and form of the 
exostosis we are often wrong in the prognosis given. 
Splints which do not irterfere with the knee joint are, 
asa rule, only temporary causes of lameness, but excep- 
tional cases are not uncommon which give rise to re- 
peated or persistent lameness. I do not think that the 
pseee of a splint (away from the knee) matters much. 

certainly place no reliance on the forward or backward 
position of a splint, and do not believe in the interfer- 
ence with the tendons sometimes insisted on. It is the 
splint you can neither see nor feel which mostly interferes 
with the suspensory ligament—-the splint which extends 
on the posterior surface of the bone. Sometimes we can 
feel, both on the inside and outside of the metacarpal 
bone, exostoses exactly opposite each other. Such cases 
suggest the probability of bony deposit being thrown 
out under the ligament and extending right across the 
back of the bone. wf eae under such circum- 
stances is always ed. 

A well marked splint which is tender on pressure does 
not always warrant a diagnosis. There may be some 
other cause of lameness, and it is only after adopting 
every test that we can safely say the splint is the cause. 
A trot on hard and soft ground, up hill and down, with 


disease I would here stop to qualify it, and say ; weight on the back and off, help us greatly. I am told 


that a hypodermic injection of cocaine is most useful ir 
doubtful cases. I have no experience of this test, but 
reliable practitioners are positive that the indications 

iven are trustworthy. The worst form of splint is un- 

oubtedly that which interferes with the knee joint. 
The majority of these, though long in yielding to treat- 
ment, recover. But occasional cases give rise to per- 
manent lameness,’ and therefore all these so-called 
“knee spavins” are to be treated with caution, anda 
very guarded prognosis given. It is not my experience 
that “speedy cutting” is often an exciting cause of exos- 
tosis implicating the knee. 

Treatment. Ido not propose to detain you long on 
this matter. Rest and cold water will cure some cases, 
blistering nearly all. Whether firing is ever ceally 
necessary or not in any case I have doubts. Certainly 
when it has followed. blistering recoveries have beew 
seen, but possibly another blister might have been equally 
successful. I have seen more than one “ knee spavin 1 
which firing did not cure the lameness but a long rest 
did. Setons I do not like, and never use, Periostiotomy 
seems to have quite gone out of fashion, but I have seer 
good results follow it, and in one case where a sma 
narrow saw was used instead of a knife and the splint 
sawn into, not only did recovery take place, but cour 
plete absorption of the splint followed in a few montis 
—lI think in about four, which were spent at grass. 

As to absorption of splints, I think that it is not wr 
common. Most five and six year old horses show some 
splints, but very few twelve year old horses do. They 
have disappeared with age. Probably there is not % 
much absorption of bone as is apparent. The real change 
is due to the absorption or softer material, and only® 
small portion of the enlargement denoting an a 
splint is ossific. The rest:is due to exudate in the su 


taneous tissues. 
medico-legal aspect 


away from the large bone, and must have been very 


Splints are interesting from a er 
They are an unsoundness although seldom productive of 
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him th f ch 
long continued lameness. When examining horses we | appeared to him that a certain amount of change was 
ee pe em all splints in evidence or we may be held | going on which in future would result in fusion of the 
liable for negligence. Having mentioned them we may small metacarpals and metatarsals with the large ones. 
qualify them by an opinion as to their value, and then He would like Mr. Hunting to make it plainer to him 
we have done our duty, and are beyond all legal claims rie ~ use of cocaine had proved valuable in diagnosing 
if our opinion is wrong. foot lameness. 
“Tt is ore be wise after the fact, ‘and any practi- | Mr. Lawson asked Mr. Hunting as to the practice in 
tioner, when splints cause lameness, is able to say they London of examining horses. He examined a six-year- 
are unsoundness. Very often, I fancy, law suits are old horse for a gentleman, who spent half his time in the 
horses which their clients have purchased on each hock, for which the horse was fired. en he 
rised at the amazing skill possessed by some men in be- withstanding these objections the horse was practically 
ing able to state positively how long a splint must have | sound and he advised him to buy it, whereupon the gen- 
existed. It six days, six weeks, six months. — orses in 
w this gift is obtained | know not. It seems to me don. e (Mr. Lawson) failed to see that a horse wi 
ier to woubeey, and I can only wonder how, in some | two curbs and two splints could be sound. Mr. Hunt- 
cases, men can be so positive about what I am entirely | in o — es splint ee very well. = 
a great many obscure cases his 
ignorant of. | (Mr. Lawson) 
i tlemen, there is no necessity for our pro- | career. ; : 
such exact knowledge the Mr, FauLKNER, referring to Mr. Hunting’s excellent 
tion of a splint or any other lesion. paper om — 
entirely coincide S experience. ] e 
D er many exceedingly troublesome cases of recurring lame- 
Mr. Dacre said Mr. Hunting’s paper was very clear on | ness in the mature animal. Mr. Hunting had not er 
the subject of splints. He did not see a specimen of that | ticularly mentioned this. An observation made by Mr. 
little splint as big as a lentil immediately on the edge of | Hunting to account for the prominent position of the 
the splint bone. This was fogueaty the cause of lame- | small splint bone was entirely new to him. With regard 
ness. They all regarded a well-formed splint asa mere|to the sawing operation mentioned by Mr. Hunting, 
nothing, but to him the most interesting specimens were | Prof. Williams had given his experience in the use of the 
those having a bony deposit on the posterior portion of | sharp spoon which was somewhat similar to the sawing 
the metacarpal not operation. There was a size 
ment at all, though there was some evidence of binding | of the deposit, in addition to becoming free from lame- 
down. In such a case if the knee were kept flexed for ness, and he believed in certain cases they ultimately 
two or three would disappeared. He agreed wi Mr. that ie 
lameness than before using the flexion e had found | cases flexion was of decided value. He thanke r. 
that, where the splint was anywhere near the joint,| Hunting for the very interesting manner in which he 
flexion was of considerable value in diagnosis. He asked | placed the subject before them. It could be easily 
Mr. Hunting if he could give him any information about | understood where the splint was, and in the course of a 
Mr. Hurndall’s treatment of splints by the local and in- | few days the inflammation passed off, but there were 
ternal application of Hecla lava. other cases which had been very puzzling where no swell- 
Mr. W A. TayLor thought there were very few hcrses | ing could be felt or pain noticeable. Sometimes they 
rmanently lame from splints, and in these the lame- | took three or four months. He had seen blistering and 
pe y 


“ness was due to the splints interfering with the move- | firing for six months and there had been no improve- 


ment of the knee joint. He did not plead guilty to the | ment. 
assertion that splints were seen in animals at five, six,] Mr. DarweELt thought splint lameness was not so- 
or seven years old, but they were never seen in animals | common as people thought. 
over twelve years. Mr. Hunting had extended the age| Mr. Munro said splints were very common. He had 
to fifteen years. He had noticed, and doubtless other | seen Prof. Williams, of Edinburgh, operate with the 
veterinary surgeons had _ noticed, that many F pee Irish | spoon, and after the operation the horse had walked or 
horses, alter having their shoes removed and re-shod in | trotted out of the yard comparatively sound. He believed 
England, suddenly went lame a few days after shoeing. | in blistering and firing. J 
In these cases it might be said that the cause was appar-| Mr. CHoriTon asked Mr. Hunting whether it was 
ently occult. Some of these cases were now under his | customary to mention splints in cart horses on the certi- 
treatment and he had obtained the opinions of various | ficate, or whether it was unnecessary. Referring to Mr. 
members of the profession in Manchester, which opinions | Faulkner’s remarks about recurrent lameness from 
were varied. He had found that a great many of these | splints, he remembered a six-year-old Irish horse which 
cases only recover after blistering round the coronet. Mr. | was sound when it came to town, but it fell lame from 
Hunting knew full well that there were cases the cause | splints, the lameness recurring. He did not know how 
of which was so hidden that extreme care had to be the case went on, as it was sold, but he heard that another 
exercised in vouchsafing an opinion. He was glad, and | man was troubled with it. ‘ 
nked him for the manly and outspoken manner in| Mr, Hunrre, referring to Mr. Dacre’s remarks, said 
Which he had protested against the positive opinion of | he could not give any information about Mr. Hurndall’s 
ose who knew much better than others as to the extent | treatment of splints by the local and internal application 
of time a splint had been in existence, or any other con- | of Hecla lava as he had not tried it. He agreed with Mr. 
dition. Regarding the treatment of splints, he had not | Dacre that flexion of the joint would aggravate the 
sawn through a splint, nor sawn or cut one off with for- | lameness when a splint interfered with or was near to. 
ceps. Fortunately the cases of lameness arising from | the knee. Any joint that had a bony deposit was made 
;Pilnt, except those of knee spavin, have recovered under | worse by flexion. Replying to Mr. W. A. Taylor's re- 
treatment t ough sometimes tedious. marks as to Irish horses, he should agiee with him that 
Mr. WOLSTENHOLME said the subject not having come | the appearance of this splint in that case was evidence 
Prominently under his notice he had given very little |of his correct diagnosis in the first instance. The 
attention to it. He was pleased that Mr. Hunting had | speaker’s experience of young Irish horses, in fact young 
i hat they had a knack of go- 
Part in the formation of so-called splint. It had always'ing lame without any visible cause whatever. As to: 
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‘cocaine as an aid to diagnosis, mentioned by Mr. Wolsten- | and Police Act of some four or five years ago, the Parish 


holme, when a horse stood level and did not point and 


Councils Act of 1894, and in other Acts. one would 


it was thought that he perhaps suffered from foot disease, | wish property to be taken without giving fair compensa- 


if a dose of cocaine were injected hy 
side above the fetlock he would, on 


ermically on each | tion, and the safeguards in these various 
ing trotted out, go | amptly sufficient for the purpose. The long and tedious 


Acts seemed 


sound if it was in the foot. He did not remember any | and extremely complicated provisions in the present Bill, 
cases of recurrent lameness in adult horses, as named by | however, would render the acquisition of land for public 
Mr. Faulkner, but he recollected many in young horses. | purposes practically prohibitive. 


Answering Mr. Chorlton’s inquiry he said he would 


mention in a certificate if a cart horse had splints. 


Sir C. Cameron (Glasgow, Bridgeton) said he should 
be very sorry to do anything to impede the second read- 


Mr. W. A. TayLor proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. | ing of this Bill, which certainly was a step in the right 
Hunting for his kindness in coming to Manchester to | direction. He regretted to see, however, that the Lord 
address them on a subject of great interest to the pro- | Advocate proposed to refer the Bill to the Standing Com- 


fession. 


Mr. Lawson seconded, and the proceedings then 


terminated. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Pusiic Heattru BILL. 


In the House of Commons, on the motion for the 


second reading of the Bill, ! 

Mr. Bryce (Aberdeen 8.) asked the Lord Advocate 
why the Bill did not consolidate all the law relating to 
public health in Scotland. The provisions of the Act of 
1891 were left out. 

The Lorp ApvocatE (Buteshire) stated that the 
material purport of the Bill was explained in the 
memorandum prefixed to it. There was besides a 
marginal note opposite each clause showing the source 
whence it was derived and how far the old legislation of 
1867 had been altered and departed from. The Bill was 


of Lords and it represented the outcome of very careful 
consideration before a very competent committee. There 
had been an alteration of one or two small matters, but 
there had been no alteration in the principle of the 
measure as it left the House of Lords. With regard to 
the question of the Standing Joint Committee, the 
Government did net think it advisable to disturb the 
settlement made in 1889. He believed that all Scotch 
members were agreed in favour of amending the Public 
Health Law of Scotland, and he could assure hon. gentle- 
men opposite that the Government would treat the 
details as matters of no party moment. They would try 
to hold an even balance between what must sometimes 
be the conflicting interests of burghs and counties. 
Mr. J. B. Batrour (Clackmannan and Kinross) sug- 
ested that when Parliament was making a code of the 
blic Health Law of Scotland, they should incorporate 
the provisions of the Public Health Act of 1891 so far as 
it was necessary to preserve them in the present Bill. 
The question of dividing the rates in burghs between 
occupiers and owners was well worthy of consideration. 
The whole tendency of recent legistation in Scotland had 
been in that direction. The assessing power was very 
considerably increased by the Bill. He also ventured to 
int out that some of the improvements on which the 
arger rate would be leviable would tend, he thought, to 
enhance the value of property. If that were so, it 
seemed to be an additional reason for, at all ry 
giving very careful consideration to the question o 
whether the whole rate should not be symmetrically 
divided. He also desired to press on the consideration 
of his right hon. friend the question of whether the pro- 
visions for the taking of land for public purposes under 
this Bill were not too complicated. The most recent 


mittee on Law. 

The SPEAKER reminded the hon. member that this was 
not the time for discussing that question. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

The Lorp ApvocaTE then moved that the Bill be re- 
ferred to the Standing Committee on Law. 

Dr. FarquHaARsoNn Aberdeenshire, W.) moved as an 
amendment :—‘That the Bill be referred to a committee 
consisting of all the members representing Scotch con- 
stituencies, together with fifteen other members to be 
nominated by the Committee of Selection.” This Bill, 
he said, affected in the most minute and complicated way 
every constituency in Scotland, and therefore he held that 
every member for every constituency in Scotland had a 
right to express his opinions in Committee upon the details 
of the Bill. 

Mr. Cromsie (Kincardineshire) seconded the amend- 
ment. 

The Lorp Apvocate believed that the hon member for 
Aberdeenshire had proposed the amendment under a mis- 


committee of the Scotch members with fifteen members 
added. ‘he hon. member admitted that this was a 
measure quite unfitted, owing to the complication of its 
details, for consideration by a committee of the whole 
House, but the course suggested would result in the Bill’s 
coming back from the Select Committee for consideration 
by the Committee of the whole House. Under the cir- 
cumstances he could not accept the amendment. 

Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN (Stirling Burghs) said 
the hon. member had laid down one or two rules for their 
uidance. First, the committee was not to be too large; 
ut he did not seem to be aware that the committee 
suggested by his hon. friend would not be so large as the 
committee suggested by the Lord Advocate. Then he 
said they shouid take care that the committee comprised 
those who knew something of the subject ; but this Bill 
affected not merely technical experts but the great mass 
of the }eople. While he should be glad to see the hon. 
member on the committee, he had a certain suspicion of 
technical information. For these reasons they wished to 
see the Bill in one form or other referred to a committee 
upon which every Scotch member would have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing his opinion. There was —— he 
and his friends desired but to see the Bill pass into law, 
and, further, they wished to see it improved. This 
being a matter which affected the daily interest and 
health and comfort of the people at large, it was eml- 
nently one which ought not to be dealt with by 4 
restricted number of the representatives of Scotland. He 
urged that the precedent of the Scotch Parish Councils 
Bill might well be adopted in this case. His hon. friend 
might have proposed to set up a special Grand Commit 
tee, but, seeing that there was only this one Bill 
affecting Scotland before the House, he did not see that 
there would be any advantage in following that course. 
He further contended that the Government might galt 
time by adopting his hon. friend’s proposal. ‘ 
Mr. Brrrewt (Fife W.) said he was utterly surprisad 
at the course taken by the Lord Advocate. This B 


provisions dealing with this matter were all in the direc- 
tion of simplification. This was the case in the Burgh 


had undergone every fortune possible toa Bill except 
that of being passed, and had been mentioned, he believed 
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apprehension. The proposal was to send the Bill to a } 
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in eleven Queen’s Speeches. Now that they had a good | w : 
opportunity of putting on the this Session orig “ue 
which Scotland had for years demanded their hopes | of 81 members and if th 
ere ina fair way of being frustrated by the action of | j he | 
med ing the of parties they would have 54 mem- 
Bill, Sir R. (Dumfries Burghs) said that for about ten side “The 
iblie years he had been trying to get some Scotch committee | 54 would include almost every Scotch member pet came 
=. appointed to _ all Bills relating to Scotland might | still leave a balance of legal and expert persons sufficient 
ight of the extreme examples of the absurdity of the present | He had sbeatied that “the ae ge het 
Lord practice pity — spoken had not spoken with enthusiasm of the Standing 
troversial ; capital to be made out o i saw. 
: not affect any other part of the Uni ingdom ; it was in whic , , 
umber of Scotch members iti i nw : 
Government refused to submit the Bill to the willing | through the House of other Bills’ Pe : ith Scote 
$ an members, and sent it to a high and dry Standing Com- | matters. (Hear, hear.) ere 
ittee ‘mittee on Law on which there were only eight Scotch! The House divided and the numbers were— 
con- members, and to which only fifteen more could be added. For the motion . , 193 
» be This was simply a result of the prejudices of the House Against ... hs wi i: ep 95 
wa voca correctly pointed out that if this Bill j tied 
that were sent to a committee of Scotch members it would ola fs rama ordingly referred to the Standing 
ud a have to come back to the House as from a select com- | — 
tails mittee. But that would be no obstacle to the passage of Hee " 
the If the had chance of STANDING COMMITTEE. 
end- tting their views before the committee the Government Tomi 
ave no further trouble. Scotch members did not 
r for obstruct Scotch Bills; and there not a Scotch member . 
mis- - on the Opposition side of the House who did not wish Law, Ere. 
to a the Bill to pass into law. (Hear, hear.) But he ob- ; eo 
bers jected altogether to the Bill being referred to the Stand- Committee Clerks 4 Mr. Dickinson. 
is a ing Committee on Law with only 23 Scotch members \ Mr. Helbert. 
f its out of 62, and he should divide the House on the point. Sir James Fergusson (Chairman) 
hole (Hear, hear.) B29 MEMBERS (68) : 
Mr. Courtngy (Cornwall, Bodmin) said he was con- 
tion scious of the temerity of an Englishman’s intruding in Asquith, Mr. Humphreys-Owen, Mr. 
ar this debate. But one or two references had been made | 4tkinson, Mr. Jenkins, Sir John 
to the conduct of a similar discussion a few years ago, Balfour, Mr. J. B. Johnson-Ferguson, Mr. 
gaid and he ventured on that account to intrude. His hon. Bartley, Mr. Knowles, Mr. : 
heir friend the member for West Aberdeen said he had re- | Beach, Mr. Knox, Mr. I 
ree ; canted from the position he took up in 1894. He believed B 2 Mr. Lawrence, Mr. W. F. 
ttee his hon. friend was under a mistake. The position he Bucknill, Mr. Lloyd-George, Mr. 
s the took up in 1894 was this. Sir George Trevelyan pro- Butcher, Mr. Lockwood, Sir Frank 
1 he posed to set up a Standing Scottish Committee composed Carson, Mr. Loder, Mr. 
ised of all the Scotch members. He himself ventured to Clarke, Sir Edward Luttrell, Mr, 
Bill insist, following the lead of the present leader of the | Cooke, Mr. Radcliffe M‘Cartan, Mr. 
nass House, on the prime necessity for making every Stand- Cranborne, Viscount MacNeill, Mr. 
hon ing Committee a reflection of the balance of parties in Cripps, Mr. Meysey-Thompson, Sir H. 
n of the House. It would be impossible to conduct business Darling, Mr. Monk, Mr. 
d to on any other arrangement than that. He said in 1894 Davenport, Mr. Bromley- | Morley, Mr. John 
ttee that if they made their Grand Committees correspond Dilke, Sir Charles Mount Mr. 
oer with the balance of parties in the House then he should | Dillon, Mr. Murray, Mr. Graham 
he be quite ready to consent to putting on the committee as Egerton, Mr. Tatton Norton, Captain 
aw, many Scotch members as could be put upon it. But Finlay, Sir Robert Pease, Mr. Arthur 
This when a change was made in 1894 in the direction he in- Fry p Set Lewis Pickersgill, Mr. 
and cated, in the composition of the committee, he at once Gedge, Mr. Sydney Powell, Sir Krancis 
emi- ceased his opposition. That was not a recantation. In Gladstone, Mr. Pryce-Jones, Mr. 
yy a considering the proposal now before them they must re- Godson, Mr. Redmond, Mr. John 
He member it nail be a precedent. They could not with Graham, Mr. H. R. Reid, Sir Robert 93 
icils to one section of the House adopt a precedent | M Paneras) Ridley, Secretary Sir 
end Which they were not prepared to follow with respect to Haldan r. H. D. | Matthew White 
mit- er sections. But if they adopted the principle of | 7°. °20® Mr. Roberts, Mr. Bryn 
Bill making the Grand Committee correspond to the balance Harrison, Mr. Scoble, Sir Andrew 
that of parties in the House, then they could freely go on with Healy, Mr. Maurice Smith, Mr. Parker 
Use. t principle in reference to other parts of the kingdom. Healey, Mr. T. M. Spencer, Mr. Ernest 
gan y had had no expression of opinion from the Govern- Helder, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Francis 
ment on the real merits of the controversy. As the Lord Hemphill, Mr. Vincent, Sir Howard 
sed Advocate had said, if they referred the Bill toa Select | Hill, Mr. Staveley- Warr, Mr. 
Bill ommittee’ as Hobhouse, Mr. Woodhouse, Sir James 
48 proposed, the Bill would come back to be 
cept considered again in Committee of the whole House. But Hopkinson, Mr, ‘Woods, Mr. Samuel 


if they referred the Bill to a Standing Committee they 
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UNSUSTAINED CHARGE AGAINST A 
WILMSLOW BUTCHER. 


On Tuesday, March 23rd, at the Wilmslow Petty Ses- 
sions, William Etchells, butcher, of Manchester Road, 
Wilmslow, was charged with having at Alderley Edge 
on the 5th March possession of a carcase which it was 
alleged was unfit, for human food. Mr. W. T. Cobbett, 
clerk to the Alderley Edge District Council, appeared 
to prosecute, and Mr. Richard Brown, of Stockport, 
defended. 

Sergeant Griffiths deposed that he was an inspector 
under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. On the 
6th February he had occasion to visit the farm of Mrs. 
Holmes, and he there noticed a young heifer in a loose 
box. It was very thin, and thinking that it might be 
suffering from some contagious disease he examined it, 
but he did not find any symptoms. On the Ist March a 
communication was made to witness, and he again visited 
the farm, when he examined the animal again. He ex- 
amined it more carefully this time, and he again found 
it in a very poor condition. It could scarcely move 
about. It was not chewing as others generally did. From 
the 1st to the 5th March witness kept a watch on the 
place. On the 5th witness was ata point on the Con- 
—— Road, which commanded a view of the farm, when 

e saw Etchells and a young man, who seemed to be 
young Ostick, taking the animal away, and later in the 
day witness proceeded to the ei 3 er-house, and he 
there saw the carcase. It was hung up in two pieces. 
Etchells’ cart was at the door. Etchells and young Ostick 
were in the slaughter-house. When witness got there 
the medical officer was examining the lungs of the animal. 
Witness heard Etchells say that the carcase was as sound 
as a bell of brass, and that it had come from Mr. Wain- 
wright’s. Dr. Dowling said he did not care where it 
had come from ; that if it had come from Hyde Park it 
made no difference to him. Dr. Dowling told Etchells 
that he must not remove the carcase, as he had found 
sufficient to condemn it. Etchells, however, afterwards 
attempted to remove the feet, the stomach, leart, and 
the hide. He put these into a bag, and was going to 
where his cart was at the front when the medical officer 
told him that he must not remove any portion of the 
intestines, because he should want them. Etchells then 
brought them back, remarking that he wanted them for 
sale. He said that the hide was worth 13s. to him. 
Witness saw the hide and he had no doubt whatever 
that it was the one that belonged to the animal he had 


seen. 

_ Mr. Cobbett : Now, what was the condition of the two 
sides which were hung up ’—They were very thin. I 
‘ould have carried all the lot over Alderley Edge myself. 
Mr. Cobbett: Was there very much fat on ?—There was 
very little—And what do you say about the condition of 
the flesh {—It was not fit for human food. I should not 
like to eat any of it—What was your opinion of it when 
rou saw it before ?—I considered that it would not have 
ived long. It was evidently suffering from some com- 
plaint, but what it was I donot know. Proceeding, 


said that the heifer had come from Mr. Wainwright’s. 
Mr. Wainwright was very much annoyed about it. The 
animal was certainly not fit to walk to the defendant’s 
place at Wilmslow. If they had set off with it witness 
would have certainly stopped it. 

Dr. rp the medical officer for Alderley Edge, 
was next called. He said he visited the slaughter-house 
on the 5th March. On the way he met the defendant 
Etchells, who asked him if he was going to see the car- 
cass, Witness told him that he was. Etchells then said 


would go and see it for himself. Witness found at the 
slaughter-house the inspector of nuisances, Mr. Whitney, 
and young Ostick, who was trimming the lungs. Witness 
examined the carcass, and found it extremely emaciated, 
On looking at the lungs he found a nodule the size of g 
bean and semi-caseous matter; it was smelling, and 
there was acertain amount of calcareous matter. He cop- 
cluded that there was a commencing tuberculosis. The 
heart, the hide, and those parts of the stomach which 
were made into tripe were found to be normal. Patches 
of peritonitis were found in the smaller intestines 
Witness saw that some portions of the inside of the beast 
had been thrown on to the midden, and he ordered these 
to be brought back, which was done. He and Mr. Lo 
sade surgeon, of Wilmslow, continued the exani- 
nation the next morning. They found in the lower por- 
tion of the stomach a patch of about an inch and 
square of mucous membrane, which indicated that some 
imflamatory change had been going on. Witness con- 
cluded that the animal had tuberculosis in the lungs, 
and that it had suffered from inflammation of the bowels 
and peritonitis. In acase like this the animal would be 
ill, and there would be progressive wasting.— Mr. Cob- 
bett : You have heard Sergeant Griffiths’ description of 
the animal before death? Yes.—Is that what you would 
expect under the circumstances? Certainly.—Can you 
say how long it had been like that? It is rather diffi 
cult to say. The mischief in the lungs must have been 
going on for some time, probably for two months.—Now, 
was it fit)for human food ? No.—Was the animal likely 
to have lived long? I should think not.—-Cross-exan- 
ined: He did not see Mr. Church sign the order con- 
demning the carcase. He was not present when Mr. 
Church inspected the carcase.—Mr. Brown : Have you 
had much experience in examining carcases / Well | 
have had o portanitins of seeing in shops.—Mr. Brown: 
Like sxseel and everybody else? Dr. Dowling: Yes, 
and I have seen them examined on farms.— Mr. Brown: 


But have you ever before professionally examined a car- 


case! Well, not what could be called professionally.-- 
Mr. Brown: You have never made a post-mortem ex- 
aminatioh of a cow? Never actually myself, but I have 
witnessed them.—Mr. Brown : How many have you wit- 
nessed? Well, three or four. : 

Mr. Samuel Lomas, veterinary surgeon, of Wilmslow, 
spoke to examining the carcase. He found it short, ex- 
tremely thin, and entirely devoid of fat. The animal was 
only one year and nine months’ old, and at that age it 
was neither beaf nor veal.—Mr. Cobbett: Butchers did 
not usually kill at that age /—Witness : No.—Proceet- 
ing, witness said the beast appeared to have been killed 
in the usual way. The carcase was not fit for human 
food. The stomach and the intestines were the most 
serious ; they were in the worst condition.— Mr. Brown: 
Do you think that in the great percentage of cows that 
are killed there is not something which is not quite 
sound, and yet the carcase may be fit for food? Certainly. 
Clerk : in the majority !—Witness: There may be some 
little disturbance which would not interfere with the 
value of the food.—Mr. Brown : In other words ‘that It 
would be perfectly absurd and impossible for the only 
cattle to be used for food which were perfectly 
absolutely free from any disturbance. —Mr. Lomas: You 
can scarcely find them.—Mr. Brown: You can 
find a cow that would not have one nodule !—Mr. Lomas 
They may have some affection.—Mr. Brown: _— 
a kind of disease which is peculiar in cattle. Isnt 
Witness: They are very liable to it. sao the 
John Witney, nuisance inspector, spoke to burying 
carcase after it had been condemed by a magistrate. 
This closed the case for the prosecution, for the 
Mr. Brown at once proceeded to call witnesses 1! id 


defence.—Mr. James King, veterinary — the 


that the beast was all right, and witness told him that he 


meat inspector and chief veterinary inspector um 
Diseases of Animals Act, Manchester, said he was called 
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turning, the Chairman (Mr. H. C. Yates) said the bench 
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to Alderley Edge on the 6th March, to examine a carcase. 
The man Witney was present. Witness examined the 
carcase and other portions, and failed to find any evi- 
dence of disease. He cut the carcase in four pieces. Mr. 
Ingram a aeeaey n of Manchester was present. 
On examining the bowels he found slight congestion, but 
this was due to the action of the intestine after death. 
It could easily be removed. Witness noticed that the 
spine of the carcase was slightly twisted, and the muscles 

id not appear to have been well developed, but there 
was noevidenceof otherdisease. In his opinion the carcase 
was fit for human food. He examined about a 1000 car- 
cases a week, and he had a good deal of experience.— 
Mr. Brown: Therefore you see them in all stages /— 
Yes.—Cross-examined : He was quite prepared to swear 
that the carcase was fit for food. He had seen many 
animals of a similar age brought to Manchester. There 
were about 100 each week. 

James Ingram, veterinary surgeon, Manchester, gave 
corroborative evidence. The flesh he saw was, in his 
opinion, quite fit for human food. 

Mrs. Holmes, of Alderley edge, said the animal form- 
erly belonged to her. Her son sold it for £5 10s. She 
had it in September. It had a hollow back, and Mr. 
Lomas saw it, and he advised her to feed it up and get 
rid of it, because, he said, it will never grow to pay its 
way. They tried to feed it up. It never missed its food 
or seemed ill during the time it was at her farm; but it 
walked queerly on account of its back.—Mr. Brown : 
Did you ever treat it as an ailing animal? No.— And 
this evidence of the police that it was a ramshackle kind 
of animal is not true then? No.—Cross-examined : 
Etchells had paid £2 10s. on account. The animal was 
kept in a loose box, because it would not have done so 
well if they had tied it «4 A man named Mottram did 
come to the farm, and she asked him to try and get a 
customer for it. She did not tell him it was ill. He! 
brought a man to. look at it, and he offered £2. She told | 
them that she would boil it for the pigs before she would 
letit go for that money. (Laughter) 

The magistrates retired to consider the case, and on re- 


had unanimously decided to dismiss the case. 


“A FIERY, UNTAMED STEED.” 


At Bow eo Court, on March 26th, before Judge 
French, .C., William Greenslade, jobmaster, High Road, 
Leyton, claimed £32 10s. from H. Sharp, a farrier, of the 
same locality, for injury done to a horse. Mr. Ellis 
ewe for the plaintiff, and Mr. G. H. Haynes for 
defendant.—Plaintiff’s case was that on January last he 
sent a horse of his to be shod at defendant’s forge. The | 
horse had been ill for some time, and defendant ‘was told 
that it was rather fresh. Three hours later it was re- 
turned to him, and he found that one of its eyes had been 
troyed. Mr. Haynes: We utterly deny any negli- 
nee. The horse kicked his own eye out. Judge 
big ee : Is that possible? Can a horse hit his eye with 
1s hoof? Mr. laynes : I shall call evidence to prove it | 
did happen. Besides, a horse might hit his eye when 


Do you mean seriously to say that?) Defendant: I saw 
it. Judge French: A buck-jumper would lower his head 
on a level with his hoofs. I have had experience of one, 
asad experience. (Laughter.) Mr. Haynes: There is no evi- 
dence of negligence. We did our best. Plaintiff ought to 
have sold this brute to Buffalo Bill. (Laughter.) Mr. Ellis: 
We say defendant’s tale is impossible. We know when 
horses are obstinate farriers sometimes hit them with the 
shoeing hammer. Defendant may have done that and hit 
the eye. Judge French: You have no evidence of that, and 
from defendant’s manner I think he is a very careful man. 
Judgment for defendant.— The People. 


DELUSIONS OF A VETERINARY SURGEON. 


The probate suit of Martin and another v. Hounsel. 
had reference to the testamentary disposition of the late 
Thomas Hounsell, formerly a veterinary surgeon, of 
Chertsey.—The will propounded by the executors was 
dated June 15, 1891, and the death of the testator took 
place on December 13, 1894. The will was opposed by 
the brother of the deceased on the ground that it was 
not duly executed, and that the deceased did not know 
and approve of the contents. Mr. Priestley appeared 
for the executors, Mr. Inderwick, Q.C., and Mr. F. 
Gover for the defendant, and Mr. Willock for Princess 
Mary’s Village Home at Chertsey.—F rom the statement 
of Mr. Priestley, it appeared that the deceased owned 
some property at Chertsey, and in March, 1891, he con- 
sulted a firm of solicitors, aud was introduced to Mr. 
Thomas, their managing clerk. The deceased told him 
that Cr hdeued himself to be a child of the Earl of 
Onslow by his first wife who was an actress ; that he had 
been brought up by a foster mother in the country ; and 
that be had neither brother nor sisters nor prey Elo: 
relatives alive. In the month of June the deceased 
again saw Mr. Thomas. The deceased then told him 
that he had abandoned the idea of his descent from 
the Onslow family. The deceased had some real 
property, but ,that, it appeared, had ed to the 
srother of the deceased, and the actual amount of 
personal property that had to be disposed of by the will 
only amounted to about £600 or £700. The deceased 
believed he had power to deal with the whole of his 
real and personal property, and, in his instructions for 
the will, he gave some of his real estate to Dr. Hawkes- 
ley, £2,000 to Princess Mary’s Village Home at Chertsey, 
and the residue he bequeathed to the School of Handi- 
craft, also in Chertsey. The deceased was found dead 
at Jersey, and the will now before the Court was found. 
—QOn the other side Mr. Inderwick, who appeared for the 
defendant, said it was quite clear that the deceased 
laboured under very great delusions, some of them rela- 
ting to his proceedings with members of the Royal 
family. The deceased had a father, brother, and sisters 
alive when the will was made. He had a delusion that 
he had offended Prince Christian, that he was being 
hunted down, that he had witnessed ‘a murder, that an 


‘attempt had been made to marry him to Miss Mary 


Anderson, the eminent actress ; and there were also let- 
ters to the Marquis of Salisbury and Mr. Gladstone which 


a Mr. Ellis: Horses don’t graze in a blacksmith’s 
ee Mr Haynes (to defendant): Tell us about this | 
ery, untamed steed. Defendant: I shod this horse | 
h 1 times. He wasacorker. The first time I had him | 
¢ broke his halter and ran off down the road, when he 


was stopped by a policeman. The second time he broke | the costs to follow the event.—7 


two halters. The third and last time I put on him two | 


clearly proved the deceased laboured under delusions. 
Sir Francis Jeune said it was absolutely clear that this 
will could not be admitted to probate. The mind of the 
deceased was a mass of delusions on the subject of his 
parentage. The will would be pronounced against, and 
¢ Morning. 


~ ters and this thick Manilla rope round his neck. I was | 
er half an hour doing his hind feet. When I started | 


2 > fore feet he pinned me against the wall, and nearly | 


or me. He started buck-jumping, reared and 


- ‘The Effect of Change of Food on Cow’s Milk. 
The following letter appeared a few weeks back in the 
British Medical Journal. The change of food referred 


plunged all over the place, broke all the ropes that held | to will be soon in evidence and its effects (if any) might 


and in rearing up kicked his eye out. Mr. Ellis: 


be observed :— 
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“T have frequently noticed in bottle-fed children that 
when the feeding of the cows undergves a complete A VAPOUR INHALER. 
change, such as from grass in summer on to turnip in 
winter, it is accompanied by a marked gastro-intestinal 
disturbance in the case of such children ; in sume cases 
it is very severe, and last summer I nearly lost a little 
tient from peritonitis following a severe enteritis aris- 
ing from the change in the cows’ feeding. I was perfectly 
satisfied that the feeding apparatus was clean. 


NOT A DOMESTIC ANIMAL. | 
are ae The illustration represents an inhaler, devised by 


Professor Hobday, for use in patients suffering from 
Hollis v. Reaand others was disposed of. It was stated | 12 some forms of distemper, influenza and other 
by Mr. Lane, one of the metropolitan police magistrates, | 4iseases. 

sitting at the North London Police Court, who had re-| It consists of a cylinder of leather having a canvas 
fused to commit the owners of a performing bear at the | top which expands and so fits any size of horse or dog, 
instance of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to | and a wire gauze bottom, on the lower end of which is 


Animals for cruelty tothe animal. The point raised f . 
was whether the bear, which had been sufficlently tamed 


to accompany its owners about the streets and to per- te tes B 
form in view of the public, was a domestic animal within | CTCOS°%, eucalyptus, XC. ; 

the meaning of the Act dealing with cruelty to animals. The whole thing is fitted to the nostr ils by straps, 
On one occasion the bear refused to go through his per- and enables the steam to be thoroughly inhaled with- 
formance in public, and was taken to a stable and beaten | out fear of scalding. Being made of material which 


by its owners about the head with a stick, and after a'| ig able to be disinfected, it can be readily cleansed 
time was compelled to go through ‘his performance. It | each time after use. 


was proved that one of the blows over the eye might | ‘Phe inhaler is made by Messrs. Arnold & Sons, 


have caused the animal pain and suffering, and the 
magistrate held that ithad been tamed by terror. It was West Smithfield, in sizes suitable for the horse and 


not, however, he also held, a domestic animal within the dog. tu 
meaning of the Act. = 
Mr. Bodilly appeared for the appellant, an officer of 
the 8.P.C.A., and the respondents were unrepresented. CORRESPONDENCE. 
Mr. Justice Cave said he was clearly of opinion that ge 
the magistrate was right, and that the bear in this case 


did not come within the definition of a domestic] THE DIAMOND JUBILEE AND VETERINARY 


animal, 
Mr. Justice Lawrence concurred. Sr PROFESSION. tru 


The appeal was accordingly dismissed. 


I do not know anything of the arrangements for the for 
grand Diamond Jubilee procession which is to take place Sh 
through London on June 22nd next, but hope that the she 
‘“*No Market Value.” veterinary profession may be represented therein. | per 
have real that at the recent Mi-Careme carnival in py 

wal 

\ 

the 

trea 


“he Paris, revived by the students there, a brilliant proces- 
sion through the streets was one of the most successful 


this winter, and the hope is expressed that they will, for features of these Mid-lenten fétes ; it was intended to 
it is said they have no market value and are nothing but 


represent all the chief events of the year— 
“eating machines,” says an exchange. Have they no | P° itical and religious excepted—and the most interest- 
societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals in 


ing feature in the whole procession was the portion 
M Oregon? From the above it would seem there is need 


q 


; of such societies. ised by the students o the Ecole d’ Alfort, an which 1s 
Tn the year 1893 Great Britain took 13,707 American described halant 
i horses. In 1894 the same purchaser received from the | y sl b Bon 
United States 22,866 horses, and in 1895, 34,092. Dur- | POS® i bri ti la Tulipe, 
ing the first nine months of the year 1896 there had been | ch Pat iv Used 
HI shipped from the United States to England 34,642 horses. | 4,07 Qu «pep wane ve pt terinary auth 
‘4 —Baltimore Weekly Sun. dAre.” Following this novel equipage were ve el 
surgeons, with downcast heads and mournful visage, 
land all in rags, whose profession is menaced by the ve 
; _ | threatened suppression of horse traction. Behind them Indu 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. were ’bus and cab drivers in an equally pitiable condition are ¢ 


forming - eloquent illustration of the oft heard cry 


Extract from London Glazette, April 6, 1897 :— to 


Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel A. Poyser, ERCVS, DS.O,, is 
laced i A i A I 

T. A. Huband, A. L. Butters, . Lothian, J. A. 
_ Vet.-Lieut. A. H. Lane arrived from Egypt on the 7th pat er <7 Cemparaties Pathology, Reynolds’ Newspaper 
inst. for duty at home. | The Lisburn Herald. 
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